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The Third Mile Group has compiled the following information to assist the Blackboard Institute 
in the development of its new Pipeline Matters project. This information will contribute to the 
Institute’s goal of producing a research and organizational bibliography and eventually a Wiki 
tool for organizations, states and the general public. The research cited in the bibliography will 
help the Institute’s stakeholders create a common understanding and language on the issues 
students face in navigating the public education system. This bibliography is not intended to be 
exhaustive, but rather is the first step in identifying a comprehensive set of resources and 
materials that support this work. Please submit any additional entries to: Garen Singer at 
Garen.Singer@blackboard.com.   
 
Reports and Research on Education Pipeline Issues 
 
Key Summary Reports 
*Starred reports are suggested for possible pre-reading prior to the Institute meeting. 
 
*Callan, Patrick M., Finney, J., Kirst, M.W., Usdan, M. and Venezia, A. (March 2006). Claiming 
Common Ground: State Policymaking for Improving College Readiness and Success. Stanford 
Bridge Project. Stanford, CA: Stanford University.  
http://www.stanford.edu/group/bridgeproject/Claim%20Comm%20Grnd%20Rpt%20FINAL%2003%2029%2006.p
df  
 
Kirst, Michael W. and Venezia, Andrea (Eds.) (2004). From High School to College - Improving 
Opportunities for Success in Postsecondary Education. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers. 
(The book is based on research from the Stanford Bridge Project.) 
 
*McCabe, Robert (2001). Sewing a Seamless Education System, Preschool through 
Postsecondary. Denver, CO: Education Commission of the States. 
http://www.ecs.org/ecsmain.asp?page=/search/default.asp.  
 
Phi Delta Kappan March 2008 themed issue:  P-16 education URL:  
http://www.pdkintl.org/kappan/k_v89/k0803toc.htm 
 
*Savits-Romer, Mandie, Jager-Hyman, J., and Coles, A. (2009, April). Removing Roadblocks to 
Rigor: Linking Academic and Social Supports to Ensure College Readiness and Success. 
Washington, DC: Pathways to College Network. http://www.pathwaystocollege.net/pdf/Roadblocks.pdf  
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Van De Water, Gordon and Krueger, Carl (2002, June). P-16 Education. University of Oregon, 
ERIC Digest 159. 
http://www.ecs.org/html/offsite.asp?document=http%3A%2F%2Feric%2Euoregon%2Eedu%2Fpublications%2Fdig
ests%2Fdigest159%2Ehtml  
 
*Venezia, Andrea, Kirst, Michael W., Antonio, A. (2003). Betraying the College Dream: How 
Disconnected K-12 and Postsecondary Education Systems Undermine Student Aspirations. 
Stanford Bridge Project. Stanford, CA: Stanford University.  
http://www.stanford.edu/group/bridgeproject/policy_report_lr.pdf  
 
1. Education Pipeline “Leaks” – System Problems and Their Potential Causes  
Alignment, transitions, costs, gateway courses and content, college access, college support, 
culture, teacher quality, pedagogy, time and structure, system accountability 
 
ACT (2004).  Crisis at the Core: Preparing All Students for College and Work. Iowa City, IA: 
ACT. 
http://www.ecs.org/html/offsite.asp?document=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eact%2Eorg%2Fpath%2Fpolicy%2Fpdf
%2Fcrisis%5Freport%2Epdf  
 
ACT and The Education Trust (2005). On Course for Success: A Close Look at Selected High 
School Courses That Prepare All Students for College. Iowa City, IA: ACT.  
 
Adelman, Clifford. (2006). The Toolbox Revisited: Paths to Degree Completion From High 
School Through College. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.  
 
Allen, W.R., Bonous-Hammarth, M. and Suh, S.A. (2003). Who goes to college? High school 
context, academic preparation, the college choice process, and college attendance, in E.P. St. 
John (Ed.), Readings on Equal Education, 20, 71-113. New York: AMS Press.  
 
Allensworth, E. and Easton, J. Q. (2007). What Matters for Staying On Track and Graduating in 
Chicago Public High Schools: A Close Look at Course Grades, Failures and Attendance in the 
Freshman Year. Chicago, IL: Consortium on Chicago School Research.  
 
Ascher, Carol and Maguire, Cindy (2007). Beating the Odds: How Thirteen NYC Schools Bring 
Low-Performing Ninth Graders to Timely Graduation and College Enrollment. Providence, R.I.: 
Annenberg Institute for School Reform at Brown University.  
 
Bailey, Thomas R. and Alfonso, M. (2005). Paths to Persistence: An Analysis of Research on 
Program Effectiveness at Community Colleges. Indianapolis, IN: Lumina Foundation for 
Education.  
 
Barron, Brigid and Darling-Hammond, Linda (2008). Teaching for Meaningful Learning: A 
Review of Research on Inquiry-Based and Cooperative Learning, in Edutopia, excerpted from 
Linda Darling-Hammond et al., Powerful Learning: What We Know about Teaching for 
Understanding. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers. 
http://www.edutopia.org/files/existing/pdfs/edutopia-teaching-for-meaningful-learning.pdf 
 
Collaborative for Academic, Social and Emotional Learning (2008). Student SEL Learning 
Standards. Chicago, IL: CASEL. http://www.casel.org/standards/learning.php  
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Conklin, Kristin D. (2005). Improving the High School-to-College Transition Through 
Leadership and Governance. Washington, DC: National Governors Association.  
 
Daugherty, Rebecca. (2005). High School to College and Careers: Aligning State Policies. 
Atlanta, GA: Southern Regional Education Board.  
 
Diplomas Count 2008, School to College: Can State P-16 Councils Ease the Transition? (2008, 
June 8), Education Week, 27 (40).  
 
Dounay, Jennifer (2008). Landmines P-16/P-20 Councils Encounter and How They Can Be 
Addressed (or Avoided Altogether). Denver, CO:  Education Commission of the States. 
http://www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/78/86/7886.pdf  
 
Ingersoll, Richard M. (2001). Teacher Turnover and Teacher Shortages: An Organizational 
Analysis. American Education Research Journal, 38 (3). 
 
Klem, A. M., and Connell, J. P. (2004). Relationships Matter: Linking Teacher Support to 
Student Engagement and Achievement. Journal of School Health, 74 (7), 262-273.  
 
Kuh, George D., Kinzie, J., Buckley, J. A., Bridges, B. K., and Hayek, J. C. (2006). What 
Matters to Student Success: A Review of the Literature. Washington, DC: National 
Postsecondary Education Cooperative. 
 
Kuh, George D., Cruce, T.M., Shoup, R., Kinzie, J. and Gonyea, R. (2008). Unmasking the 
Effects of Student Engagement on First-Year College Grades and Persistence. Journal of Higher 
Education, 79 (5), 540-563. 
 
Lee, Valerie E., Smith, J.B., Perry, T.E. and Smiley, M.A. (1999). Social Support, Academic 
Press and Student Achievement: A View From the Middle Grades in Chicago. Chicago: Chicago 
Annenberg Research Center. 
 
National Center on Education and the Economy (2008). Tough Choices Tough Times: The 
Report of the New Commission on the Skills of the American Workforce. Washington, DC: 
NCEE. www.skillscommission.org  
 
National Science Foundation (NSF) Task Force on Cyberlearning (2008). Fostering Learning in 
the Networked World: The Cyberlearning Opportunity and Challenge, A 21st Century Agenda 
for the National Science Foundation. Report of the NSF Task Force on Cyberlearning, 
Executive Summary. Washington, DC: NSF. www.nsf.gov/pubs/2008/nsf08204/nsf08204.pdf 
 
Pathways to College Network (2004). A Shared Agenda: A Leadership Challenge to Improve 
College Access and Success. Boston, MA: Pathways to College Network.  
 
Pathways to College Network. (2007). Academic Rigor At the Heart of College Access and 
Success. Boston, MA: Pathways to College Network. 
 
Schneider, Barbara. (2008). College Choice and Adolescent Development: Psychological and 
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Social Implications of Early Admission. Alexandria, VA: National Association for College 
Admission Counseling.  
 
State Higher Education Executive Officers (2003). Student Success: Statewide P-16 Systems. 
Denver, CO: SHEEO. 
 
Van De Water, G. and Rainwater, T. (2001).  What is P-16 Education? A Primer for Legislators. 
Denver, CO: Education Commission of the States. http://www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/24/28/2428.htm  
 
Venezia, A. Callan, P.M., Finney, J. Kirst, M.W., and Usdan, M. (2005). The Governance 
Divide: A Report on a Four-State Study on Improving College Readiness and Success. Institute 
for Educational Leadership, The National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education and the 
Stanford Institute for Higher Education Research.  
http://www.ecs.org/html/offsite.asp?document=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Esheeo%2Eorg%2Fk16%2FP16%2Epdf  
 
Wimberly, George L. and Noeth, Richard J. (2005). College Readiness Begins in Middle School. 
Iowa City, IA: ACT.  
 
2. The Outcomes We Want 
Skills, definitions of readiness, and standards for students 
 
Achieve, Inc. (2007). Closing the Expectations Gap.  Washington, DC: Achieve, Inc. 
http://www.ecs.org/html/offsite.asp?document=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eachieve%2Eorg%2Ffiles%2F50%2Dsta
te%2D07%2DFinal%2Epdf  
 
ACT (2007). Rigor At Risk: Reaffirming Quality in the High School Core Curriculum. Iowa 
City: ACT.  
 
Beatty, Alexandra (Editor) (2008). Common Standards for K-12 Education? Considering the 
Evidence. Washington, DC: National Academies Press.  
 
Conley, David T. (2007). Toward a More Comprehensive Conception of College Readiness. 
Eugene, OR: Educational Policy Improvement Center.  
 
Diplomas Count 2009, Broader Horizons: The Challenge of College Readiness For all Students. 
(2009, June 11). Education Week, (28), 34. www.edweek.org/go/dc09 
 
Portch, Stephen (2002).  A Noble Opportunity: Leading Education Change Through a P-16 
Accountability Model. Denver, CO: Education Commission of the States. 
http://www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/40/03/4003.htm  
 
State Higher Education Executive Officers (2007).  More Student Success: A Systemic Solution. 
SHEEO. Boulder, CO: SHEEO. 
http://www.ecs.org/html/offsite.asp?document=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Esheeo%2Eorg%2Fk16%2FStudSucc2%
2Epdf  
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3. Measuring Performance and Making System Adjustments 
Assessments, data systems, early warning systems 
 
Association of American Colleges & Universities and Council for Higher Education 
Accreditation (2008). New Leadership for Student Learning and Accountability:  A Statement of 
Principles, Commitments to Action. Washington, DC: AACU.  
 
Conley, David T. (2003). Understanding University Success. Eugene, OR: Center for 
Educational Policy Research, University of Oregon.  
 
Data Quality Campaign (2009, March). The Next Step Using Longitudinal Data Systems To 
Improve Student Success.   http://www.dataqualitycampaign.org/files/NextStep.pdf 
 
Dougherty, C. (2002). A Policymaker's Guide to the Value of Longitudinal Student Data. 
Denver, CO: Education Commission of the States. http://www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/40/21/4021.doc  
 
Education Leadership December 2008 themed issue of magazine: Data.  Now What?  URL:  
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational_leadership/dec08/vol66/num04/toc.aspx 
 
Hart Research Associates (2009). Trends in Learning Outcomes, General Education and 
Assessment: A Survey Among Members Of The Association Of American Colleges And 
Universities. Washington, DC: Hart Research Associates. 
 
Jenkins, Lee (2005). Permission to Forget and Nine Other Root Causes of America’s Frustration 
with Education. Milwaukee, WI: American Society for Quality, Quality Press. 
 
Jerald, Craig D. (2006). Key Lessons for Building An Early Warning Data System: A Dual 
Agenda for High Standards and High Graduation Rates. Washington, DC: Achieve, Inc. 
 
Kanstoroom, M. & Osberg, E.V. (2008) (Eds.).  A byte at the apple: Rethinking education data 
for the post-NCLB era.  Washington, DC:  Thomas B. Fordham Institute Press URL: 
http://www.edexcellence.net/doc/20081117_ByteAtTheApple.pdf 
 
L’Orange, Hans and Ewell, Peter (2006). P–16 Data Systems: An Alignment Status Report. 
Washington, DC: Data Quality Campaign. 
http://www.ecs.org/html/offsite.asp?document=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Edataqualitycampaign%2Eorg%2Ffiles%
2FMeetings%2DDQC%5FQuarterly%5FIssue%5FBrief%5F061306%2Epdf  
 
Raymond, Margaret (2008). The Student Data Backpack, in Kanstoroom, Marci and Osberg, 
Eric C. (Eds.). A Byte at the Apple: Rethinking Education Data for the Post-NCLB Era 
Washington, DC: Thomas B. Fordham Institute, 142-57. 
 
 
4. Impacts: Consequences of a Poor Performing Pipeline 
Economics, dropouts, graduation, costs 
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Bridgeland, J.M., Dilulio, J.J., and Morison, K.B. (2006). The Silent Epidemic: Perspectives of 
High School Dropouts. Washington, DC: Civic Enterprises, LLC. 
Engle, J. and O’Brien, C. (2007). Demography Is Not Destiny: Increasing the Graduation Rates 
of Low-Income College Students at Large Public Universities. Washington, DC: The Pell 
Institute for the Study of Opportunity in Higher Education.  
 
Hess, F., Schneider, M., Carey, K., and Kelly, A. (June 2009). Diplomas and Dropouts: Which 
Colleges Actually Graduate Their students (and Which Don’t). Washington, DC: The American 
Enterprise Institute. 
 
 
McKinsey & Company, Social Sector Office (April 2009). The Economic Impact of Achievement 
Gap in America’s Schools. 
 
Medina, Jennifer. Number of Students Leaving School Early Continues to Increase, Study Says. 
(2009, April 29).  New York Times. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/30/education/30graduation.html?partner=rss&emc=rss 
 
Strong American Schools (2008). Diploma to Nowhere. Washington, DC: SAS.  
 
Strong American Schools (2008). A Stagnant Nation: Why American Students are Still At Risk. 
Washington, DC: SAS. 
 
Swanson, Christopher B. (2008). Cities in Crisis: A Special Analytic Report on High School 
Graduation Washington, DC: America's Promise Alliance. 
 
Swanson, Christopher B. (2009). Cities in Crisis 2009: Closing the Graduation Gap: 
Educational and Economic Conditions in America’s Largest Cities. Bethesda, MD: Editorial 
Projects in Education. 
 
Thornburgh, Nathan. (2006, April 9). Dropout Nation. Time Magazine. 
www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1181646-1,00.html 
 
U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics. Correctional Problems in the United 
States, 1998. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, NCJ-192929, 2002.  
 
5. Solutions & Strategies 
 
Brown-Lerner, J. and Brand, B. (2006). The College Ladder: Linking Secondary and 
Postsecondary Success for Success for all Students. Washington, DC: American Youth Policy 
Forum. 
http://www.ecs.org/html/offsite.asp?document=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eaypf%2Eorg%2Fpublications%2FThe%
2520College%2520Ladder%2FTheCollegeLadderlinkingsecondaryandpostsecondaryeducation%2Epdf+  
 
Calaff, K. P. (2008). Supportive Schooling: Practices That Support Culturally and Linguistically 
Diverse Students’ Preparation for College. NASSP Bulletin, 92 (2), 95-110. 
 
Cavanaugh, Cathy (2009). Getting Students More Learning Time Online: Distance Education in 
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Support of Expanded Learning Time in K-12 Schools. Center for American Progress. 
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/05/pdf/distancelearning.pdf  
 
Chait, R., Muller, R. D., Goldware, S., and Housman, N. G. (2007). Academic Interventions to 
Help Students Meet Rigorous Standards: State Policy Options. Washington, DC: Institute for 
Educational Leadership.   
  
Dounay, Jennifer (2006). Advanced Placement. Denver, CO: Education Commission of the 
States. http://www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/67/44/6744.pdf 
 
Engstrom, C. M. and Tinto, V. (2008). Learning Better Together: The Impact of Learning 
Communities on the Persistence of Low-Income Students.” Opportunity Matters, 1, 5-21.  
 
George, P. and Aronson, R. (2003). How Do Educators’ Cultural Belief Systems Affect 
Underserved Students’ Pursuit of Postsecondary Education? Honolulu, HI: Pacific Resources for 
Education and Learning.  
 
Hoffman, Nancy. (2005). Add and Subtract: Dual Enrollment as a State Strategy to Increase 
Postsecondary Success for Underrepresented students. Boston, MA: Jobs for the Future. 
 
Keeping Pace 2008 (2008). Keeping Pace with K-12 Online Learning: A Review of State-Level 
Policy and Practice, 2008. http://www.kpk12.com/  
 
Kennelly, Louise and Monrad, Maggie (2007). Approaches to Dropout Prevention: Heeding 
Early Warning Signs With Appropriate Interventions. Washington, DC: National High School 
Center.     
 
Palaich, R., Augenblick, J., Foster, S., Anderson, A., and Rose, D. (2006). Return on Investment 
in Early College High Schools. Denver, CO: Augenblick, Palaich & Associates, Inc.   
 
Perry, B. (2009, May) Michigan College Access Network, Report from the Governor’s 
Education Summit: Breaking Through Barriers: Building a Michigan Network for College 
Access and Success. Michigan Banker, 21 (5), 14-16. 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mistudentaid/MiBMay09_cvrstory_279042_7.pdf 
 
Shulock, N. (2009, April).  Draft case studies on P-20 governance:  Arizona, Kentucky and 
Rhode Island.  Sacramento, CA:  Institute of Higher Education Leadership Public Policy.  URL:  
http://www.csus.edu/ihe/Pages/publications.html 
 
Tafel, J. and Eberhart, N. (1999). Statewide School-College (K-16) Partnerships to Improve 
Student Performance. Denver, CO: State Higher Education Executive Officers.  
 
Tyler, John H. (2002). The Economic Benefits of the GED: A Research Synthesis. Boston, MA: 
National Center for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy. 
 
Wayman, Jeffrey C. (2001, February). Factors Influencing GED and Diploma Attainment of 
High School Dropouts. Education Policy Analysis Archive, 9 (4). 
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Examples of State Task Forces and/or Reports 
 
Darity, William. Et. Al. (2001). Increasing Opportunity to Learn via Access to Rigorous Courses 
and Programs. One Strategy for Closing the Achievement Gap for At-risk and Ethnic Minority 
students. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. NC Department of Public Instruction.  
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/racg/resources/increasingopportunities.pdf 
 
National Center for Higher Education Management Systems. (2007). Kentucky Chamber of 
Commerce: Task Force on Postsecondary Education. Kentucky Chamber of Commerce. 
Frankfort, Kentucky. http://www.kychamber.com/mx/hm.asp?id=home  
 
New Mexico Higher Education Department. (2008).  Helping Students Succeed: New Mexico 
Higher Education Report. Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
http://hed.state.nm.us/cms/kunde/rts/hedstatenmus/docs/630773548-04-20-2009-12-12-50.pdf  


